
 

Dates to Remember 

 
Friday, March 28 

Soup Supper-Sponsored by Fraternity –followed by Stations of the Cross at 

7:00pm 

5:30 St. Austin’s 

SUNDAY, APRIL 13-Palm Sunday 

Fraternity Meeting 3pm at St. Austin's-Note time change 

SUNDAY, April 20—EastrDaylight Savings Time 

SUNDAY, March 16 

OFS MEETING 

2:00—St. Austin’s 
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Dates to Remember 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11 

2:00 COUNCIL MEETING  

MARIA’S HOUSE 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18 

2:00 OFS MEETING /POTLUCK 

ST. AUSTIN’S—NOTE TIME 

MEET IN CHURCH FOR LITURGY 

SUNDAY,  JANUARY 8 

2:00 COUNCIL MEETING  

LOCATION Tammy’s house 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 15 

2:00 OFS MEETING  

ST. AUSTIN’S—NOTE TIME bring 

Liturgy of the Hours to meeting if 

you have book. 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25 

WINTER NIGHT OUT & WHITE ELE-

PHANT AUCTION 6:00 BRENNAN 

HALL 

 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10 

PROFESSION MASS @ 7:00 pm 

ST. AUSTIN’S FOR JANICE 

SUNDAY,   

2:00 COUNCIL MEETING  

LOCATION Tammy’s house 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19 

2:00 OFS MEETING  

ST. AUSTIN’S—NOTE TIME 

 

MONTHLY HIGHLIGHTS 

Dec. Column – Maria 

Dec.. Liturgy–  Christmas  

      Liturgy 

December—Potluck 

Dec. Visitation— Julie saw 

Rose; Tim & Tammy saw Tom 

Jan. Column – Julie 

Jan. Liturgy–  Liturgy of the 

Hours (bring book if you have) 

Jan Treats— Sue & Tammy 

Jan Ongoing:  Kim 

Jan Visitation— Carol 

 

My name is Alice Wortman, and I have 
been a member of this parish for over 70 
years.  I have been volunteering in ministry 
every year, 
 
When the Ministry Fair comes around each 
year, I am reminded of the scripture where 
Elisha is on the mountain waiting for the 
Lord to come and let him know what he is to 
do.  He didn’t find His voice in the strong 
wind, the earthquake, or in the fire.  But he 
did find Him in a quiet moment when the 
Lord came to him in a whisper. 
 
The deacon gave the homily one Steward-
ship Sunday morning, and he said how 
good it would be if the Lord just came down 
and stood before us and said, “This is what 
I want you to do, and this is how you are to 
do it.” 
 
But He just puts that little voice in our heads 
and then we decide if we take it or leave it. 
 
When you gather volunteer & ministry info 
this weekend, find a quiet moment in the 
coming week and listen to what God is ask-
ing you to do.  Perhaps spread out the infor-
mation before you, and ask God what He 
needs you to do.  Then come to church this 
coming weekend with your information, and 
write down what you feel called to do. 

We each have been given different abilities 
by God.  God will help you decide which 
one is right in that quiet moment.  And it’s 
okay to change up now and then, to try 
something new. 
 
We keep telling ourselves that there is noth-
ing we can do.  Just because we cannot do 
everything is no excuse for doing nothing, 
and there is ALWAYS something we can 
do, if we put our minds, imagination and 
hearts into it.  There is at least one ministry 
or volunteer opportunity right for each of us. 
 
We know the world is hungry for justice, 
mercy, dignity and hope.  And we can start 
by giving something of ourselves.  If we 

take one step at a time, if we reach out to 
one person, we can make a difference in 
another’s life and our lives. And then per-
haps others’.  These steps can be the start 
of saving our beloved Catholic Church, at a 
time of dwindling active membership around 
much of the world. 
 
This is the basis of St. Francis’s spirituality 
and that of the Secular Franciscans’.  St. 
Francis said to pray often and help whoever 
needs help.  This is our chance. I found that 
if I take time to help others, God always 
gives me enough time to do what I have to 
do. 
 
Francis was told to begin a journey poor … 
so that he could end up rich.  I started not 
only poor, but lost.  And now I feel like the 
richest person alive. God has blessed me in 
many ways through the Parish Community 
of St. Bridget, including the warm feeling 
you get from helping someone or doing 
some good.  It’s like no other feeling you 
get. 
 
When you get your info this weekend at the 
Ministry Fair, find that quiet time in the week 
… and listen for the little voice guiding 
you.  Sign up for only one ministry if you 
like.  If after you have tried it, and you feel it 
is not for you, call and cancel.  No ques-
tions asked.  If you find another ministry, 
ask to be put on the schedule and give that 
one a try.  There is something for every-
one.  And if there isn’t, suggest an idea for 
a new ministry or volunteer activity.  
 
When we look back from our hospice bed, 
we can look back and say “I did all that!” 
instead of saying “I wish I had done 
that.”  Life has no rewinds. 
 
Listen for your whisper.  Find something 
and give it a try.  God bless. 
 
Editor’s Note:  Reprinted with Alice’s per-
mission and note that the same philosophy 
applies to volunteering your gifts with our 
Franciscan fraternity both locally, regionally 
and nationally. 

ALICE’S TESTIMONY REGARDING STEWARDSHIP 
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This month has been quite a month for 
us.  We have tried to get together and 
go out for a meal instead of having our 
meeting.  I just cancelled it for this week-
end because of the weather and I can-
not walk.  The weather is a problem for 
us here.  We do not want to meet in the 
evening because we do not want to be 
out after dark.  And we have had such  
 
 

cold weather and the wind will not stop 
blowing. 
 
For Thanksgiving, a couple of our mem-
bers worked with the Salvation Army in 
preparing a meal for anyone that wanted 
to join us at the Church.  I have volun-
teered at this for many years. 
 
 
 

A week ago we had a Mass for all de-
ceased members of OFS.  We do this 
once a year.  
 
We want to wish you a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Years!! 
 
May 2017 be a great year for everyone. 
 

Edith Foren, Minister, St. Anthony of  

Padua of Browns Valley 

 

 . 

 

 Liturgy of the Hours will often be used for our monthly 

liturgy.  Please get in the habit of bringing your Liturgy of the 

Hours with you to meetings.   

 

Regional News:  There will be a new training class start-

ing soon for anyone interested in become a Spiritual Assis-

tant and nominations are open for our Regional Executive 

Council election.   

December Charitable Giving and Apostolate  We 

have been cancelled for serving at Sharing & Caring Hands 

on 12/31 since they have decided to be closed.  The next 

opportunity to serve will be Saturday, April 29th.  A donation 

will still be sent after we receive our December collection. 

Winter Night Out, Wed. 1/25 @ 6:00  Brennan Hall 

families are invited.  We will start gathering @ 5:30.  White 

Elephant Auction proceeds to be donated to charity.  Please 

start thinking of what you might have to put into the auction.  

Pizza, salad and dessert will be our menu. 

Janice’s Profession Friday, February 10th.  Please mark 

your calendars.  Time:  7:00 @ St. Austin’s 

Spring Gathering, Saturday April 22nd—Little Falls—

Mark your calendars full details next month or see Tracings. 

 

Secular Mass Intentions for 2017 
Monday, 1/30 @ 8:00 am (Communion Service) 

Wednesday, 2/15 @ 8:00 am (St. Bridget’s) 

Saturday, 3/25 @ 4:30 pm (St. Austin’s) 

Tuesday, 4/18 8:00 am (St. Austin’s) 

Tuesday, 5/16 8:00 am (St. Austin’s) 
Tuesday, 6/13 7:00 pm (Location TBD) -  

 St. Anthony of Padua Feast Day  

Saturday, July 15, 4:30 pm (St. Bridget’s) 

Friday, 8/25, 8:00 am (St. Bridget’s) St. Louis Feast Day 

Sunday, 9/17 9:30 am (St. Austin’s) 

Wednesday, 10/4 (Location TBD) St. Francis Feast Day 
Friday, 11/17 8:00 am (St. Bridget's) -  

St. Elizabeth of Hungary Patroness Saint Feast Day 

Saturday, 12/ 23 @ 4:30 (St. Bridget’s) 

NEWS FROM BROWNS VALLEY—ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA FRATERNITY  

OTHER NEWS 

 

DECEMBER COLUMN This month, I 

would like to reflect on Mary. We have two 

major feast days for her this month. One 

is the Immaculate Conception and the 

other is Our Lady of Guadalupe. While I 

was attending the feast day mass at Im-

maculate Conception Church,  I was pon-

dering so many aspects of her life. She 

became the spouse of the Holy Spirit and 

received into her body Our Lord Jesus, 

and by cooperating with the divine pur-

pose He was brought forth into our fallen 

world. She shared willingly in His suffering 

and so becoming a co-redemptorist with 

Christ who saves us from our sins, and 

the consequences of those actions. She 

lovingly intercedes for us and also re-

ceives our unborn children, our unwanted 

children and journeys with us at ‘the hour 

of our death’. She is a source of peace, as 

mothers are. She shows us how to obey 

our God by being faithful to our vocation 

in life. And, she reveals to us how Joy 

comes with full re conciliation with Him in 

 

heaven. I received a book two years ago 

that guided the reader to a consecration 

to Mary. I followed the daily readings and 

prayers and on December 8, 2014, I 

made a consecration to Mary. Throughout 

these last two years, I have tried to be 

intentional (not always well) about this 

relationship with her. Being named Maria 

Angela, it has always been a part of me 

but for quite a few years I have not spent 

a lot of time reflecting on Mary. Recently I 

visited a fraternity and they begin their 

meetings with Saturday morning mass 

and then a ½ hour of adoration before the 

blessed sacrament. Above the altar they 

had a Pieta statue and I spent the time 

reflecting on Mary from a Franciscan per-

spective. She gave ALL to God. Francis 

had the same desire of heart. She lived 

simply and humbly. Because of her devo-

tion to our Lord, she endured great suffer-

ing.  She experienced great joy from Him. 

She led others to Jesus by prayer and ex 

 

 

ample. YES! It is very Franciscan to pray to 

Mary always!  

Recently, Time Magazine had their fea-

ture article on Mary. She has appeared 

more times in the last one hundred years 

than in all the years previously. Not all are 

Vatican approved but most are and they 

are accompanied by many miracles. The 

amount of people visiting these sites and 

shrines and reverencing her is unprece-

dented. We know that Saint (Pope) John 

Paul II had a deep devotion to her and 

that his feast day is on Divine Mercy Sun-

day. April 2017 we celebrate the 100 year 

anniversary of this revelation and there 

are some prophecies made about this. 

In conclusion, our Franciscan vocation is 

strengthened and blessed by devotion 

and prayer to the Blessed Mother. We 

should keep our eyes and ears open to 

her message for us at this time in the 

world. 

Peace, Maria 



 For Kay’s continued healing. 
 For the healing of Barb’s wrist 

and for a new job if required. 

 For Edith’s healing and return 
to walking. 

 For healing for Kathy Taor-
mina’s knee after many years 
of trouble and a 3rd surgery. 

 In thanksgiving for Rose’s 
happiness in her new home.   

 For eternal rest for Helen 
Biever. 

 For LaRayne and Joe who 
both are dealing with health 
issues.   

 For healing for Tammy’s knee 
with no further surgery. 

 For Janice in her final months 
of formation and as she pre-
pares for profession. 

 For the TOR friars, especially 
Fr. Anthony and Brad who will 
be leaving Minnesota. 

 For recovery of Carol’s broth-
er in law, Lenny 

 For an end to sex trafficking 
and crimes of violence 
against women and men. 

 For new members to the 
Franciscan orders. 

 
 For a return to the church for 

those who have left our flock, 
most especially our family 
members. 

 For our deceased fraternity 
and family members 

 For our members who have 
not been with us  
due to age or illness. 

 For Jean Eidem as she battles 
with cancer. 

 For an end to abortion. And 
for the needs of the N. Side 
Life Care Center. 

 For our country and the ac-
ceptance of our new Presi-
dent-Elect and the formation 
of a support team that will 
lead our country well. 

 For a peaceful world and an 
end to violence most espe-
cially within our communities.   

 For pregnant mothers and the 
health of their babies—most 
especially for Kelli, Maria’s 
daughter-in-law 

 For engaged couples.  
 In thanksgiving for  

answered prayers. 

              

TREASURER’S REPORT 

General Fund Balance as of 11/20/16                 $870.45 

November Collection:                                             + 304.00 

November Expenses:                                               -    84.00 

General Fund Balance .12/18/16                     $ 1,090.45 

 

     Memorial Fund December balance       $   170.15 

 

        Total Balance as of  12/18/16         $1,260.60 

Page                                                                           PRAYER REQUESTS     

Please be mindful about  giving to the common 

fund as it is used to finance the many activities 

of our fraternity as well as support the Order.  

Prayer for Friars God of all,  You are the source of all 

hope to your children, and through the gift of your Son you 

have shown us how to call on You in our hour of 

need.   Hear our prayer this day. Bring peace to your 

Church, and resolution to the crisis which has come upon 

the Third Order Regular Franciscans, whom you have 

placed in our midst to minister to us. Protect our Parish 

communities in our time of need, and make whole the bro-

kenness that has been caused by sin and evil. Keep our 

Pastors safe under Your protection and return them to us 

soon. 

 We make this prayer in the name of your only Son Jesus, 

whom you gave to us as an example of victory over sin and 

death, now and forever, Amen. 

FR. PATRICK HAS MADE THE DECISION TO PULL 

FRIARS FROM MINNESOTA—UPDATE  FROM  

FR. ANTHONY  

Dear Tammy, 

Peace and Good Things! 

Thank you for your e-mail and your words of encourage-

ment.  While I would have preferred to return to St. Bridget's 

--even if just to come back and ultimately leave under better 

circumstances--I understand Fr. Patrick's decision and am 

accepting it not only in a spirit of holy obedience, but also as 

a sign that God has other plans for me...St. Bridget's...and 

all who are touched by this. 

At the present time, I will remain in Minnesota until my legal 

issues are resolved.  Fr. Patrick was kind enough to allow 

this because he knows that I have many good and support-

ive people around me.  On a more practical level, it will also 

be easier to move once, rather than move now and then 

again when--hopefully--I will get a new assignment.  If it 

works out, I would look forward to returning to St. Bridget's 

before I leave the area to celebrate one last Mass and have 

the opportunity to say good-bye to all the good people there, 

including and especially my Secular brothers and sisters. 

In the meantime, I continue to engage in the work of Advent-

-waiting in hope and trusting the Light of God will dispel the 

darkness of doubt and fear.  It is not always easy, but it is 

necessary if we are to experience the newness God desires 

for us.  So, continue to remember me in your good prayers 

and I will do the same.  My love and good wishes to all the 

members of the Fraternity. 

Fraternally, Anthony, TOR 

 

UPDATED CALLING COMMITTEE LIST  

GOING FORWARD 
1) Alice calls callers & 

 Kathy Irvin 

 Kay Larson 

 Mike  

 Carol, calls 

  Tim & Tammy 

  Kim  

  Sue 

  Janice 

  Jane  calls 

  Barb 

  Diana 

  Herman & Kathy 

  Maria 

  Julie 

 Virginia calls 

  Ben & Miranda 

  LaRayne 

  Rose 

  Sharon 

  Mona 

No way to reach Jill that we are currently aware of.  If anyone 

sees her, update her with any news you might know. 

 



Secular Franciscan Order 

St. Anthony of Padua Fraternity 

c/o Tammy Wolney, OFS 

4418 Drew Avenue N. 

Robbinsdale, MN 55422 

 

Prayer for Advent 
Our heavenly Father, as once again we prepare for Christmas, 

help us to find time in our busy lives for quiet and thought and prayer: 

that we may reflect upon the wonder of your love and allow the 

story of the Saviour's birth to penetrate our hearts and minds. 

So may our joy be deeper, our worship more real, and our lives worthier 

of all that you have done for us through the coming of 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Frank Colquhoun 

 

 

 

            Prayer for Christmas

 

Loving God, help us remember the birth of Jesus, 

that we may share in the song of the angels, 

the gladness of the shepherds, 

and worship of the wise men. 

Close the door of hate 

and open the door of love all over the world. 

Let kindness come with every gift  

and good desires with every greeting. 

Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings, 

and teach us to be merry with clear hearts.  

May the Christmas morning make us happy to be thy children, 

and Christmas evening bring us to our beds with grateful thoughts, 

forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus' sake. Amen. 

~ attributed to Robert Louis Stevenson 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Lord's Prayer (submitted by Virginia) 
 

By a 15-year-old school kid  

who got an A+ for this entry 

(TOTALLY AWESOME)!  

The Lord's Prayer is not allowed in most    

U.S. Public schools any more.   

A kid in Minnesota, wrote the following 

  

  

Now I sit me down in school    

Where praying is against the rule    

For this great nation under God    

Finds mention of Him very odd.    

    

If scripture now the class recites,    

It violates the Bill of Rights.    

And anytime my head I bow    

Becomes a Federal matter now.    

    

Our hair can be purple, orange or green,    

That's no offense; it's a freedom scene..    

The law is specific, the law is precise.    

Prayers spoken aloud are a serious vice.    

    

For praying in a public hall    

Might offend someone with no faith at all..    

In silence alone we must meditate,    

God's name is prohibited by the State.. 

 

We're allowed to cuss and dress like freaks,    

And pierce our noses, tongues and cheeks...    

They've outlawed guns, but FIRST the Bible.    

To quote the Good Book makes me liable.    

    

We can elect a pregnant Senior Queen,    

And the 'unwed daddy,' our Senior King.    

It's 'inappropriate' to teach right from wrong,    

We're taught that such 'judgments' do not belong..    

    

We can get our condoms and birth controls,    

Study witchcraft, vampires and totem poles...    

But the Ten Commandments are not al-

lowed,    

No word of God must reach this crowd.    

    

It's scary here I must confess,    

When chaos reigns the school's a mess.    

So, Lord, this silent plea I make:    

Should I be shot; My soul please take!    

Amen   

 

 

 

Julie and Rose’s niece, 

Diane, visit her at her 

new 1BR apartment 

and report that Rose is 

doing well, liking her 

new digs enjoying that 

she doesn’t need to 

cook and  has had lots 

of company this month.  

Carol and Alice have 

plans to go see her 

soon as well. 

Tim and Tammy had the 

chance to visit Tom 

McGrath while in DC this 

month.  Tom and his sister, 

Marti picked us up from the 

last Metro Station on the 

line closest to their home  in 

Maryland and we visited at 

their apartment in Leisure 

World, a 9-acre retirement 

community.  Marti served us 

beverages and snacks, we 

went to Saturday night 

mass at their parish, Our 

Lady of Grace, located right 

on the Leisure World cam-

pus, then off to dinner.  We 

visited further as Marti and 

Tom returned us back to DC 

and saved Tim (and me) 

from another Metro ride. 

We truly enjoyed our visit! 


